Syllabus for Scholarship Test
General Studies


Current events of national and international importance.

Some questions related to current affairs from previous six months. Based on news items reported
in National dailies.



History of India and Indian National Movement.

India under Mughal rule and British rule, India’s struggle for independence, formation of INC and
Gandhian Phase of freedom movement
The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from different
parts of the country
Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times



Indian and World Geography - Physical, Social, Economic Geography of India and the World.

Salient features of world’s physical geography.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent); factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector
industries in various parts of the world (including India)
Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone
etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including
water bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes.



Indian Polity and Governance - Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public Policy,
Rights Issues, etc.

Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant
provisions and basic structure.
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to
the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein.
Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions.
Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries
Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these



Economic and Social Development - Sustainable Development, Poverty, Inclusion,
Demographics, Social Sector initiatives, etc.

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment.
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it.
Government Budgeting.
Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation
and irrigation systems storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and
related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; Public
Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer stocks and
food security; Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing.



General issues on Environmental Ecology, Bio-diversity and Climate Change

Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Disaster and disaster management.



General Science & Technology

Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in everyday life
Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology and developing
new technology.
Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology
and issues relating to intellectual property rights.

Aptitude


General mental ability, Logical reasoning and analytical ability



Reading Comprehension



Basic numeracy (Class X level; numbers and their relations, orders of magnitude etc.)

Rules for the test


2 Hours

100 Questions

100 Marks



All Questions carry 1 Marks each



There will be a penalty of -0.33 Marks for every wrong answer



There is no penalty for questions left unattended



If there is more than one option selected for a question, it will be treated as wrong



The test will be based on Multiple Choice Questions on OMR sheet



There will be two series of question papers A and B



80 Questions from GS



20 Questions from Aptitude

Syllabus
Current Affairs
History
Geography
Polity
Economics
Science & Technology
Environment & Ecology
General mental ability, Logical reasoning and analytical ability
Reading Comprehension
Basic numeracy

No of Questions
14
10
11
12
12
11
10
8
6
6

Reference Books
1. NCERT Class XII – Themes In Indian History – I
2. NCERT Class XII – Themes in Indian History – II
3. NCERT Class XII – Themes In Indian History – III
4. NCERT Class XI – An Introduction to Indian Art
5. NCERT Class XI – Fundamentals of Physical Geography
6. NCERT Class XI – India – Physical Environment
7. NCERT Class XII – Fundamentals of Human Geography
8. NCERT Class XII – India – People and Economy
9. NCERT Class XI – Political Science: Indian Constitution at Work
10. NCERT Class XI – Indian Economic Development
11. NCERT Class VIII - Science
12. NCERT Class IX - Science
13. NCERT Class X – Science

Sample Questions
1. The famous Grammarian Patanjali was in the
court of:
a) Pushymitra Sunga
b) Agnimitra Sunga
c) Gautamiputra Satakarni
d) Rudradaman
2. Which of the following Sultanates of Delhi
was the first to use Red Sandstone widely
for construction?
a) Slave Dynasty
b) Khilji Dynasty
c) Lodhi Dynasty
d) Sayyid Dynasty
3. The Term “MUNTRA” was in news recently.
What is it?
a) India's first unmanned remotely
operated tank
b) India's first unmanned fighterjet
c) India's short range surface to surface
ballistic missile
d) India's naval ship vessel
4. What is BHARAT-22?
a) Niti Aayog's new project to transform
India
b) Second Exchange Trade Fund(ETF)
c) Slogan under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
d) Slogan
to
achieve
Sustainable
Development Goals
5. Which of the following animal species
recently down listed by IUCN from its list of
endangered species to vulnerable list?
a) Snow Leopard
b) Pipestrelle Bat
c) Orangutan
d) Red Panda
6. Arrange the following Purvanchal hills from
north to south:
a) Patkai-Naga-Mizo-Manipur
b) Naga-Manipur-Patkai-Mizo
c) Naga-Patkai-Manipur-Mizo
d) Patkai-Naga-Manipur-Mizo
7. Which one of the following drainage patterns
resembles the branches of a tree?
a) Radial
b) Centrifugal
c) Dendritic
d) Trellis
8. A very large ecosystem on land having
distinct type of vegetation and animal life is
known as:
a) Ecotone
b) Biome
c) Ecological Niche d) Natural Habitat

9. Sri Lanka is separated from India by a narrow
channel of sea formed by:
a) Palk strait
b) Gulf of Mannar
c) Both (a) and (b)
d) Palk bay
10. Area sown more than once in an agricultural
year plus net sown area is known as:
a) Gross cropped area
b) Net cropped area
c) Gross sown area
d) Gross cultivable area
11. Which of the following introduced the
concept of 'Sustainable Development' as a
means for resource conservation for the
first time in a more systematic way?
a) United
Nations
Environment
Programme
b) Earth Summit, Rio de Janeiro
c) Brundtland Commission Report
d) The Club of Rome
12. Which one of the following is announced by
the government in support of a crop?
a) Maximum support price
b) Minimum support price
c) Moderate support price
d) Influential support price
13. Which of the following Plan/Act has the
provision of “To transfer the power to the
two Central governments”?
a) Mountbatten Plan
b) Cabinet Mission Plan
c) Government of India Act, 1935
d) Desai-Liaquat Plan
14. Who among the following was elected the
President of the Indian National Congress
maximum number of times?
a) J. L. Nehru
b) M. L. Nehru
c) Abdul Gaffar Khan
d) Mahatama Gandhi
15. Amoeba digests its food in the:
a) Food Vacuole
b) Nucleus
c) Pseudopodium
d) Rumen
16. Plants take carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere mainly through their:
a) Roots
b) Stem
c) Flowers
d) Leaves
17. Workers in wool industry often get infected
by a bacterium which causes a fatal blood

disease called sorter’s disease. The
bacterium which causes the blood disease
is:
a) Anthrax
b) Streptococcus pyogenes
c) Clostridium
d) Escherichia coli
18. Fat is completely digested in the:
a) Stomach
b) Mouth
c) Large intestine
d) Small intestine
19. When carbon dioxide is passed through lime
water, it turns milky due to the formation
of:
a) Calcium Carbonate
b) Sodium hydrogen carbonate
c) Magnesium hydroxide
d) Acetic acid
20. In 1991, the immediate measure to correct
the Balance of Payment crisis, undertaken
by the government was:
a) Selling gold reserves
b) Taking loan from World Bank
c) The rupee was devalued against foreign
currencies
d) Interest rate on NRI deposits was
increased
21. Sen Index is meant for measuring:
a) Unemployment level in the country
b) Foreign currency inflow in the country
c) Poverty level in the country
d) Banking
services
available
as
percentage of population
22. Which of the following statements is/are
correct regarding ‘Ways and Means
Advances’:
1. It is an overdraft facility provided by
RBI to the government.
2. Government issues securities to get a
temporary loan from National Banks.
3. WMA is used to meet temporary
mismatches between receipts and
payments.
Code:
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
23. Under which of the following events the
powers of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha are
co-equal?
1. Constitutional Amendments
2. Passing of Non-money bills
3. Impeaching of the President
4. Removing of the Vice President.
Code:

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1, 2 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above
24. The Vice-President of India is elected by:
a) The People directly
b) The members of Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha
c) The members of Rajya Sabha only
d) The members of Lok Sabha, Rajya
Sabha and State Legislatures.
25. A Parliamentary bill passed by the Lok
Sabha is sent to the President for assent.
The President sends it back to the Lok
Sabha for reconsideration. If the Lok Sabha
again sends it back to the President without
making any changes, the President:
a) Must give his assent to it
b) Can again send the bill for
reconsideration
c) Can take help of the Supreme Court
d) Can use pocket veto
26. Which of the following amendment is
known as Anti-Defection Amendment?
a) 42nd amendment 1976
b) 52nd amendment 1985
c) 73rd amendment 1992
d) 81st amendment 2000
Directions for the following two items:
Read the following two passages and answer the
items that follow the passages. Your answer to
these items should be based on the passages.
PASSAGE- 1
Throughout human history the leading causes of
death have been infection and trauma. Modern
medicine has scored significant victories against
both, and the major causes of ill health and death
are now the chronic degenerative diseases, such
as
coronary
artery
disease,
arthritis,
osteoporosis, Alzheimers, macular degeneration,
cataract and cancer. These have a long latency
period before symptoms appear and a diagnosis
is made. It follows that the majority of
apparently healthy people are pre-ill.
27. Why are a large number of apparently
healthy people deemed pre-ill?
a) They may have chronic degenerative
diseases.

b) They do not know their own genetic
risk factors which predispose them to
diseases.
c) They suffer from Type-B malnutrition.
d) There is a lengthy latency period
associated
with
chronically
degenerative diseases
PASSAGE- 2
Many national surveys reveal that malnutrition
is common in developed countries. This is not
the calorie and/or micronutrient deficiency
associated with developing nations (Type A
malnutrition); but multiple micronutrient
depletion, usually combined with calorific
balance or excess (Type B malnutrition). The
incidence and severity of Type B malnutrition
will be shown to be worse if newer
micronutrient groups such as the essential fatty
acids, xanthophylls and flavonoids are included
in the surveys. Commonly ingested levels of
these micronutrients seem to be far too low in
many developed countries.
28. Type-B malnutrition is a serious concern in
developed countries because
a) Developing countries mainly suffer
from Type-A malnutrition.
b) It is a major contributor to illness and
death.
c) Pharmaceutical companies are not
producing drugs to treat this-condition.
d) National surveys on malnutrition do not
include newer micronutrient groups.
29. In a competition, a school awarded medals in
different categories. 36 medals in dance, 12
medals in dramatics and 18 medals in
music. If these medals went to a total of 45
persons and only 4 persons got medals in
all the three categories, how many received
medals in exactly two of these categories?
a) 2
b) 3
c) 4
d) 5
30. About 4 out of 5 students are left handed. If
there are totally 40 students in an class.
How many would be left handed?
a) 40
b) 45
c) 32
d) 30

31. Fresh fruit contains 68% water and dry fruit
contains 20% water. How much dry fruit
can be obtained from 100 kg of fresh
fruits?
a) 20
b) 30
c) 40
d) 50
32. Artists are generally whimsical. Some of
them are frustrated. Frustrated people are
prone to be drug addicts.
Based on these statements which of the
following conclusions is true?
a) All frustrated people are drug addicts
b) Frustrated people are whimsical
c) All drug addicts are artists
d) Some artists may be drug addicts
33. Given that any date in March of a year is the
same day of the week corresponding date
in November that year.
a) Same day
b) Not same day
c) Next day
d) Previous day
34. Two positions of dice are shown below.
How many points will appear on the opposite to
the face containing 5 points?

a) 3
b) 1
c) 2
d) 4
35. Select a suitable figure from the four
alternatives that would complete the figure
matrix.

a) 1
c) 3

b) 2
d) 4

This question paper is intended only to provide a sample on the nature and type of questions. It is
never supposed to indicate the syllabus or actual questions which may appear in the test.

